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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 128295 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CF, US, NI 

SUBJECT: US-CONGOLESE TALKS ON RESUMING RELATIONS 

1 . IN VIEW OF NIGERIAN IRRITATION AT WHAT IS SEEN AS 
CONGOLESE EFFORT TO USURP THEIR MEDIATION ROLE, WE BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO DISABUSE NIGERIANS OF ANY SUSPICIONS 
THEY MIGHT HAVE REGARDING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE'S 
MEETING WITH CONGOLESE FOREIGN MINISTER OBENGA IN BONN 
JUNE 6. YOU SHOULD ACCORDINGLY SEEK EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY 
TO ASSURE NIGERIANS THAT ONLY PURPOSE OF TALKS WHICH 
SCHEDULED BEFORE OUR KNOWLEDGE OF CONGOLESE MEDIATION ROLE, 

WILL BE TO END SUSPENSION OF DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS, 

REMINDING THEM THAT WE ARE NOW FOLLOWING POLICY OF 
RAPPROCHEMENT WITH MORE RADICAL STATES THAT THEY HAVE 
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LONG ADVISED. 

2. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ISSUE OF ANGOLA-ZAIRE RELATIONS 

AND MEDIATION EFFORT WILL COME UP DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH 
CONGOLESE. YOU SHOULD ASSURE NIGERIANS THAT WE WILL 
INFORM THEM OF ANY DISCUSSIONS WE MIGHT HAVE ON THIS 
SUBJECT. 
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3. WE ARE RESPONDING SEPARATELY TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY 
GARBA REGARDING POSSIBLE SOVIET INVOLVEMENT BEHIND NETO'S 


EFFORT TO USE CONGO RATHER THAN NIGERIA AS MEDIATOR 
WITH ZAIRE. VANCE 
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